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Saturday 8th March
BLACKSMITHS  1 - 1  PORTREE SELECT
Gary Callum 55'         Scorer 89' Pen

Blacksmiths first game of the 2008 season took place on Saturday 8th of March, in what can only be described as monsoon conditions.  At times the game was almost unplayable.  There were many positives to be taken from game however, particularly the performance from the defence, they soaked up everything that came their way and were solid throughout the whole game.  Portree were limited to few clean cut chances with debut keeper Allan Walker only required on a few occasions.

  The First half was a dour affair with both teams cancelling each other out, there were few opportunities on both sides with no-one really going close to scoring.  The second half was more exciting and the break through came after 55 minutes.  Garry Callum picked the ball up on the right, beat his man, drove into the box and smashed a shot across the Portree keeper and into the net via the post.  A fine debut performance capped off with a fine goal.  The defence’s of both teams were on top until, a poor clearance from the Portree keeper saw the ball land at Chris Munro's feet 30 yards from goal, with the keeper in no mans land he saw his shot blocked by a defender.  Chris Cooper came closest to securing the win for Blacksmiths.  In what was a dubious decision the Portree keeper was deemed to have handled outside the box.  Munro touched the ball of to Cooper whose shot was tipped on to the bar.  Blacksmiths looked comfortable for the rest of the game and didn't look like conceding.  In the 89th minute a mini scramble in the Blacksmiths box saw the ball smashed of Cooper's hand. It looked like ball to hand, but the ref first gave a free kick outside the box, then changed his mind and awarded a penalty. The Portree player stepped up and sent Walker the wrong way, with virtually the last kick of the game.

  Douglas, Gavin Walker and Kevin Doig were immense, hardly putting a foot wrong.  Andrew Martin had a solid promising debut along with goal scorer Garry Callum.  Allan Walker, in goal, commanded his box well and also had a good debut performance. Man of the match went to Kevin Doig, solid at the back.  He had a few surging runs, and even managed to scare a Portree player off the ball, just by running at him, a good team performance in all.
